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Yinees of India is like the iron frame-work of a
machine, in which all the principal parts consist of
members of the Civil Service. As the older members
are used up and worn out, the younger members are
fitted into their places. The Government sometimes
removes a man who does not seem strong enough for
his share in the work, and transfers him to a position
where the strain on his power is less, and replaces him
by a stronger man. To most men the first direct
object of their ambition is to obtain charge of a dis-
trict. After about ten years of subordinate service, the
civilian finds himself appointed as collector and magis-
trate to the charge of a district, and he thus becomes
the direct representative of the executive government
of the country. The title "collector-magistrate" is
somewhat vague and misleading, especially to English
readers unacquainted with India. The word " col-
lector " has no special dignity or authority about it*
Our own juvenile reminiscence of a collector in Eng-
land was of the local collector of taxes, a man with a
white apron and a pen behind his ear, and a portable
ink-bottle at his waist. An Indian collector, at least
in Bengal, is a collector almost only in name. The
revenues of the district are doubtless collected under
his superintendence, but he has almost as little con-
nection personally with the actual collection as the
Governor of the Bank of England has with the sove-
reigns and bank-notes which pass through his bank.
The title of " magistrate " is scarcely less misleading.